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What Is a Rain Garden?

A rain garden iIs a vegetated, depressed landscape area
designed to capture and infiltrate and/or filter stormwate!
runoff from impervious surfaces.




what is o

ruin garden?

A rain garden is a shallow.
vegerated depression designed
absarb znd filcer vuncff from hard
(impervious) surfaces like roofs,
sidewalks, and driveways. Rain
pardens are usually planced wich
colarful nativa plants and grasses.
They not coly provide an acracgive
addition co the yard, buc also help.
o conserve wacer and protect aur
wacer quality.

how does a rain
gorden help?

As Auscin becomas increasingly
urbanized, native landscapes are
veplaced with impervious surfaces
that prevent ralnwacer frors sok-
ing Inve the ground. Seornwacer
quickly buns off chese hard san
faces, plelting un pollucants from
che land and carrylng chem o our
creeks This wapidly flowlng water
also Increases the chances of
flouding and =icslon,

The geal of 2 un garden Is o
keep wacer 01 che land. Rain
gardens, with thele shallow depres-
slons, eaprune stormwarer and pro-
v de for nacural Inflltration Into the
sall, This provides water ‘or the
plants and helps maintain a con-
stant flovs of wacer In our streams
through groandwater, Tray also
hep filcer our pollurants includ-
Ing ferdlizers, pesticides, oll, heavy
medals and other chemicals that
vrould otherwlse reach our creeks
through storm drains or drainage
dlwhes, By reducing the quantity
of varer thar runs off your prop-
erty, rain gardens help ower the
risk of flcading and erosien.

growgreen.org

Rain Garden
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In Parks and Rexraadon - 919 Wast 28"

Create A Rain Garden in Six Step§

Find the mght + Select an area on zencly sloping o
5 fae la

Lacation c“‘l ’| e

BRI - alculate the siope of your lawn

instructions an next page). The sloj
ghould be less than IO%Z ! £

* If posslble, plek a spetin full to parelal
sun Shady locations will still work, but
the oprions for flowering planes are
more limited in the shade:

+ Make sure thac any overflow will nac
cause wintended runaff o a neighbor’s
proparty or ather struccure

+ K drainage-relatcd problems are
a¢cutring (o2 foundation problems,
sroslon or flooding), consider prating
the ralm garden at leasc £0' away from
the seructire

+ Avaid areas with utility lines. Be sure co
<all 1-BOD-DIG-TESS (344-8377) to Iden-
1ify the lacation of underground udlities
— the seryice is free

from roofeops, drvevesys.
or ocher hard surfaces and place the raln
Zwden where thls vacer collescs

ance

Why Build a Rain Garden?
Protect Watershed
Conserve Water
Conserve Energy
Wildlife Friendly
Aesthetics
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For Water Quality Credit:

Land Use

1. Commercial, MultFamily, Civic, and Right of Way developments only.
2. Single Family water quality credit coming soon.

Stormwater Hotspots

Infiltration rain gardens are not allowed in areas where activities generate
highly contaminated runoff due to the potential for ground water
contamination.
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Location

Drainage Area

Contributing DA not to exceed 2.0 acres.

Setbacks;

Prevent adverse impacts to building foundations, basements, wellheads,
and roadways

Slopesc

Should not be located on slopes exceeding 15 perce

Soil Conditions;

Consider depth to water table, bedrock, and the soil infiltration rate
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Soll Analysis

Infiltration rates ¢

For infiltration rain gardens

52y Q0 NBte 2F az2Aaft adz2NwWSeée YI La
rates

Perform an onsite infiltration test (perc test)
Perform at least one test for every 2000 square feet of rain garden

Be sure to dig test hole deep enough to measure infiltration at the
bottom of the rain garden.
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Drainage Area

Desktop analysis
w GIS and Google map

Field Verify Drainage Areas

w Preferably in the rain

Design for certainty of capture
w Grading features or trench drains
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! Certainty of Capture
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