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What is a Rain Garden? 

A rain garden is a vegetated, depressed landscape area 
designed to capture and infiltrate and/or filter stormwater 
runoff from impervious surfaces.  



Rain Garden Guidance 

 Why Build a Rain Garden? 

ω Protect Watershed 

ω Conserve Water  

ω Conserve Energy  

ω Wildlife Friendly 

ω Aesthetics  



Siting 
For Water Quality Credit: 
 

Land Use - 
1. Commercial, Multi-Family, Civic, and Right of Way developments only.   

2. Single Family water quality credit coming soon. 
  

Stormwater Hotspots -   
Infiltration rain gardens are not allowed in areas where activities generate 
highly contaminated runoff due to the potential for ground water 
contamination.  

 

 



Location 
Drainage Area ς  
 Contributing DA not to exceed 2.0 acres. 
 

Setbacks ς  
 Prevent adverse impacts to building foundations, basements, wellheads, 

and roadways  

 

Slopes ς  
 Should not be located on slopes exceeding 15 percent  
 

Soil Conditions ς  
 Consider depth to water table, bedrock, and the soil infiltration rate 

 



Soil Analysis 

Infiltration rates ς  
 

For infiltration rain gardens  

 

ω5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻŦ ǎƻƛƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƳŀǇǎ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƪǘƻǇ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƛƭ ƛƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
rates 

 

ωPerform an onsite infiltration test (perc test) 

 

ωPerform at least one test for every 2000 square feet of rain garden 

 

ωBe sure to dig test hole deep enough to measure infiltration at the 
bottom of the rain garden. 

 



·How Deep??? 

Dig Test Hole to 

this Depth 



Drainage Area 

ωDesktop analysis 
ωGIS and Google map 

 

ωField Verify Drainage Areas 
ωPreferably in the rain 

 

ωDesign for certainty of capture 
ωGrading features or trench drains 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Drainage Area 



Certainty of Capture 

FAIL 


